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1. A meeting of the Informal Group of Developing Countries in GATT was held on 
22 June 1971 under the Chairmanship of H.E, Mr. C.H. Archibald, Ambassador of 
Trinidad and Tobago. Present were the representatives of Ceylon, Chile, Cuba, 
Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Israel, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Republic of Korea, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab 
Republic and Yugoslavia. 

2. Referring to the note he had circulated on 16 June 1971, the Chairman said that 
the meeting had been convened to enable members of the Informal Group to discuss 
preparations for the next meeting of the Committee on Trade and Development which was 
scheduled to take place on 20 July and to review the GATT outlook between now and 
the next session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES. He imagined that the July meeting of 
the Committee on Trade and Development would consider inĵ r̂ jxlia the preliminary 
report of the Group of Three; preparations for the Committee's annual review of the 
implementation of Part IV and the possible extension of the scope of this review; 
and a stock-taking of the work of the subsidiary bodies of the Committee. 

KwJulx.meeting of_ the, Committee on Trade and Development 

(1) Report _of the Group_pf Three 

3. Mr. Bosa, Chile, in his capacity as Chairman of the Group of Three, was invited 
to give his views on how he envisaged the next stage of the Group's work. Mr. Bosa 
said that to date the Group had received no reactions from developed countries as to 
any action to bo taken on the recommendations set out in the Group's report. He had 
recently addressod a note to dovelopcd countries individually expressing the hope 
that they would be in a position to give positive roactions to the recommendations 
of the Group during the noxt round of consultations which would take place early in 
the autumn. In his viow, developed countries could not be expected to give their 
final replies by the tine of the July meeting of the Committee on Trade and 
Development. Developing countrios should however use the occasion to officially 
restate their support of the Group's report and to exert the necessary pressure to 
ensuro that positive responses would bo obtained from dovelopod countries during the 
next round of consultations. Ho stressed that the Group of Three's report contained 
the very minimum which developed countries could bo oxpoctcd to give and that their 
rosponso would demonstrate the extent of their goodwill in dealing with the trade 
problems of developing countries. 
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4.. Mr. Bcsr. sr.id that during the discussion at the July meeting of the Group's 
report, the Committee will be expected to take note of the preliminary report 
and to give any comments which it would wish to be taken into account when the 
final report of the Group was prepared. Although the report of the Group was 
preliminary in nature and night need to be modified by the Group, the recommenda­
tions in the report should be regarded as final. While additional recommendations 
night be included eventually it was not envisaged that those already made would 
be altered substantially. He recalled that the Group had invited developing 
countries to make suggestions on points of particular interest to their govern­
ments which they would wish the Group to explore during their consultations with 
the developed countries. Only one developing country had responded to this 
invitation. Mr. Besa urged that every effort should be made by developing 
countries to provide the information in question in order to ensure that in 
carrying out the second round of negotiations with developed countries the Group 
of Three had a comprehensive picture of the situation. 

6. Members of the Group agreed that final reactions of developed countries to 
the recommendations in the report of the Group of Three could not be expected at 
the July meeting of the Committee on Trade and Development. There was general 
agreement that developing countries should give their full support to the report 
of the Group of Three in the hope that this would facilitate a positive response 
to the Group's recommendations during the second round of consultations. Curtain 
members felt that at the July meeting the developed countries should be in a 
position to give some reactions a^refcrendu..;, considering that the report had 
been made available for the informal "session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES last 
April. The remarks made hy developed countries on the report on that occasion 
had not been recorded. 

7. Some members, commenting on the section of the Group's report which dealt 
with quantitative restrictions, suggested that attention might also be given to 
the question of voluntary export restraints which developing countries wer-
obliged to exercise on certain products vis-à-vis certain developed countries. 
They wondered whether the suggestion in the Group's report that the textile 
problem should be studied was meant to limit such a study to cotton textiles or 
whether it was intended to cover textiles as a whole. They hoped that in 
putting aside the cotton textile problem when discussing quantitative restrictions 
in the report the Group had not passively accepted that quantitative restrictions 
should continue to be maintained in that sector against imports from developing 
countries. Some members noted that the Group's recommendations on tropical 
products had been made Irrgcly in relation to the General System of Preferences. 
They felt that this should be considered merely as a starting point and hoped 
that further efforts would be made to obtain progress over a wider area in this 
field. It would not be unreasonable for some members to say that on some 
problems tho Group of Three could have gone further. 

(ii) Other irmVtcrs 

8. Members ,f the Group felt that in addition to the points mentioned by the 
Chairman, the Committee on Trade and Development should at its next meeting give 
an opportunity, as in the past, for the carrying out of a review of developments 
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in trade policy which had implications for the trade of developing countries. 
They mentioned in this connexion certain references in the press to the 
establishment \âthin OECD of a high level group to exa:nine and make suggestions 
on problems in international trade. They recalled that a proposal had been made 
during the GATT Informal Meeting by the Swedish delegation that a group on trade 
policy should be set up to lock into international trade and nake preparations 
for future negotiations. They expressed concern that activities similar to those 
underway in GATT were being initiated elsewhere. While recognizing the positive 
side of this initiative in the sense that developed countries were making serious 
efforts to resolve their mutual problens by way of discussion and consultation, 
they felt considerable concern over the growing trend towards the discussion of 
major trade problems in fora where developing countries were not represented. 
It was conceivable that decisions could be taken by developed countries in such 
conditions which would have a bearing on the trade interests of developing 
countries and in which their views and concerns would not be reflected. As no 
official version of the recent developments in OECD had so far been made 
available, it was suggested that the GATT secretariat should include information 
on this natter in its documentation dealing with developments in other 
organizations which would be supplied to the next meeting of the Committee on 
Trade and Development. Certain members felt that irrespective of what wo.s going 
on in the OECD, developing countries should formulate their own strategy, 
strengthen their co-ordinating machinery and establish co-operation in the 
technical preparations for future negotiations. 

9. Members folt that there should be a discussion at the next meeting of the 
Committee on Trade and Development on the work of the subsidiary bodies of the 
Committee in order to see whore natters.stood in the respective fields with 
which those bodies were charged. They also felt developing countries should 
bring forward any ideas they might have on any new approaches GATT could take to 
deal with the trade problems of developing countries. In this connexion it was 
suggested that the Committee should discuss whether developed countries could be 
porsuaded to exempt devoid ping countries from any restrictions they might apply 
when talcing action under Article XXX when the cause of difficulties requiring 
such action did not originate in developing countries, 

10. In response to the request for information addressed to the secretariat, 
l'ir. M.G. i-Iathur, Assistant Director-General, referred to an OECD press communiqué 
on a roccnt mooting in Paris, the relevant sections of which read as fallows: 

"llinisters furthermore affirmed that their governments will pursue 
policies aiimng at greater liberalization of international trade. Having 
in mind the changing n-.turc of trade and related problens, and the particular 
responsibilities which OECD member countries will continua to carry in 
world economic affairs, Ministers agreed that broader opportunities for 
progress towards this general aim should be explored. To this end they 
decided to set up within the Organization a small high-level group whose 
members would bo chosen by reason of their wide competence and experience 
from oiiong high officials or other personalities designated by gpvernr.unts. 
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This group will analyze the trade and related problens which arise in a 
longer*-tcm perspective, i.e. it will define the problens and assess their 
relative urgency, consider how these problens night be doalt with, and sot 
out options for their solution. Ministers stressed that this study should 
take account of the work being undertaken in the GATT by virtue of its 
responsibilities and prorogatives under the General Agreenent.n. 

11. Mr. ilcthur said he understood that there was agreenent that the reference 
in the conuuniĉ uo to the work in GATT should be interpreted to mean that the 
study should support and conplenent the work being carried out in GATT. It 
should be appreciated that press communiqués could not always contain explanations 
of the reasoning and motivations behind certain proposals or decisions, nor irould 
it be feasible in a GATT docuuent to analyze the significance of decisions taken 
in another organization. In this sense he felt that developing countries could 
perhaps concentrate on giving attention to the initiatives that could be taken 
in the GATT to deal with current trade problens. As the secretariat understood 
the position, the OECD initiative was not being regarded as cutting across or 
taking the place of the proposals put forward at the infernal GATT session. 

12. As far as the agenda of the next neeting of the Connittoo on Trade and 
Developnent was concerned, in addition to a discussion of the report of the Group 
cf Three, it was to be errpected that the Connittee would also wish to take stock 
of the work of subsidiary bodies. In the case of tropical products, the secretariat 
had recently issued documentation on vegetable oilseeds, oils and cakes, on 
measures affecting selected products and on recent narket devolopnents and 
activities in wther organizations (SGTP/21, 22 and 23) which could assist in the 
discussions of this subject. It would be useful to reinforce the pressure of the 
Group of Three- by reviewing where natters stood in the Special Group on Tropical 
Products. The Group of Throe had concentrated on action which could be taken in 
the innediate future in the tropical products field, and the Connittoo night want 
to indicate its interest in the longer tern problens rcnaining under exanination 
by the Special Group. Such a discussion could be of a prelininary nature in 
which note could be taken of what was going on with a view to carrying out a 
nore detailed exanination later in the year when the work of the Group of Three 
was completed and an up-to-date picture of the situation would be available. 
The Cor.rd.tteo night also take note of devolopnents in the work of the Group on 
Hesidual Restrictions, and the Group on Adj us tuent Assistance Measures following 
the neeting of that Group which took place earlier this year, and to discuss what 
nay need to bo done by way of further work in those two bodies, 

13. Mr. Mathur recalled that it was nomal practice that at each neeting of the 
Conmittco on Trade and Development an opportunity would be given to nenbers of 
the Connittoo to consider recent devolopnents relating to the inplcncntatien of 
Part IV. Any nenber wishing to take into account any devolopnents in the trade 
field CGuld do so under the agenda iten on the Inplcnontation of Part IV. The 
July neeting >f the Connittoo could also discuss how the carrying out of the 
annual rcvioi: on the Inplcnontation of Part IV could bo inprovod upon. It should 
also be borne in nind that the autunn roviow would take place against the 
background of what will have takon place in the Group of Three. Finally, there 
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would bo .1 provision in the agendr. of the Conr.il ttec for any other natters uliicli 
nonbers night wish to rr.iso and to pernit discussion en any new ideas or nov 
approaches on future work, sono of which had -.lready received nention at the 
present mooting. 

14-. The Group expressed the hope that it would be possible fcr Mr. Papic t-
preside at the next ncoting of the Connittee on Trade and Dovelopnent, particularly 
in view of the fact that the two other nonbors of the Gr^up of Three would be 
absont fron Geneva on that occasion. 

15. Sunning up, the Chaiman said that he had gained the inprcssion that it was 
the intention of developing countries to utilize the next nceting of the Coniittce 
on Trade and Devolopnont to support fully the preliminary report of the Group :f 
Throe and to nalce suggestions which \.rould enable the Group to effectively c.rry 
out the next plr.se of their consultations with developed countries later in the 
year. Ho felt that it would be nost useful if developing countries were tu 
forward written corments to the Group of Three drawing attention to their specific 
problems and giving their views on the recorxicnda tiens in the preliminary report. 
He expressed the hope that the recent OECD initiatives would not distr-.ct froM 
work which was tr.king place in the GATT. 

http://Conr.il
http://plr.se

